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 This document is an abstract template for the Annual CNMS Summer Undergraduate 

Research Fest at UMBC. All of the specific formatting requirements for abstracts are provided 

online at http://surf.umbc.edu. The entire abstract should fit on one page with one-inch margins 

on all four sides and use 12-point Times New Roman font. The presenting author’s name 

(student) should be underlined. The presenting undergraduate author should be the first author 

and the research mentor should be the last author. Any coauthors should be included between the 

first and last authors. Affiliations should be included for all authors/coauthors and noted using 

superscript numbers. 

The text of the abstract goes in this section. Each paragraph is indented with a tab. There 

is a 300-word maximum for the body of the abstract. Abstracts that do not following this format, 

specifically the word count limit or formatting of the authors’ names and affiliations, will be 

returned to the student for rewriting. The suggested content includes background, the research 

question, approach, experiments, and conclusion. The abstract generally does not include figures 

or the data to be displayed in the poster. Please check all spelling and grammar. 

 All abstracts must be reviewed and approved by the student’s research mentor or by an 

individual authorized by the mentor to review and approve the abstract. Mentors must confirm 

they have reviewed and approved the abstract with the understanding that the abstract will appear 

in an event program book and may be posted online. An online abstraction confirmation form is 

provided for this confirmation. The submission deadline for abstracts is posted on the Summer 

Undergraduate Research Fest website. Abstracts must be submitted using the online abstract 

submission form. Specific instructions are posted on the SURF website. This template’s word 

count is 300 words not including the title, authors or notations below.  

 

 

Notes: 

 

One-sheet posters are required to be no wider that 36 inches and no longer that 42 inches to 

ensure that two posters can fit side-by-side on a campus poster display unit.  Multiple panel 

posters are acceptable and should take up no more space than a 36” wide and 42” long poster. 

 

Please include the grant or other support information for your undergraduate research on a 

separate line at the end of your abstract, if appropriate. This acknowledgement should also be 

included on your poster.   The word count of the acknowledgement is not included in the 300-

word maximum for the abstract.  If you have any questions about the acknowledgement, please 

check with the coordinator or director of the program that is sponsoring you.  If you are not 

affiliated with a program, please ask your research mentor what acknowledgement information is 

needed. 

 

If you have any questions, send them to SURF@umbc.edu. 
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